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JotJAH ill. 8, g. 

hut let Man dnd Betift he iovered mth Saci^ 
dloth^ and cry mightily uMo God ; yea let them 
turn e^ery oni ftcnihis evil Way ^ andfroM 
the Vioknc^ ihat is in their Handi. fVbo 
can tell if God uHl turn and repent^ and 
turn away jroni hii fierce Anger ^ that we pe-^ 
rijh mt ? 

JO NAH is reckotied to have frophefied lii 
the Reign of Jeboahait *, the Son of Jehu 
King of Ifrael^^ when Idolatry, with all its 
coiicortiitant CrimeSj greatly prevailed. At 
firft, it is likely, he exercifed his Office among 
the People of Ifrael, but as, like others of the 
Prophets in other Rdgns, he mfet with little 
or no Succefs, it pleafed God to fend him with 
a Meflage to another People. 

The Word of the Lord came tdrttd jotiaiifay^ 
ingy Arije^ go to Nineveh that great City^ and 
cry againfi it, for their Wickednefs is come up 
before me^ c.i.v. i. Nineveh was the Metrof)olis 
of the j^JJyrian Kingdom, one of the firft Ci- 
ties that were built after the Flood^ founded, 
as is thought, by Nimrod^ and perhaps after- 
wards enlarged by Ninus^ from whom it might 

* 2 JGa^s xiv. 25. 
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have its Name, fb that it was now of about 
1400 Years ftartding ; and, as it niighi be 
ttCkcn^d^ohe of the IrfE, feems mM lo have 
been the greateft City in the World, much 
larger than J^abykrij for which Reafon it is 
here ftiled by iSod, that great City^ or as it is 
in the Original, that Gty of Gody 

And as it is ufu^l with great and opulent 
Gties, through a long Continuaace of Prof- 
peri^ and E^^ to fink into Vice, and grow 
more and more corrupt in their Minds and 
Manners, the Iniquities of the Ninevhei were 
become fo heinous and open, that ^ey are 
here faid to come up before God^ that is, not 
now firft feen and ohferved, iofi 'he had done 
that aU along, but now come to fiKh an enor- 
mous Height, that unlef& refc^-medi it was no^ 
longer confident with the Methods and Ends 
of his wife .Government, to let them go tus>- 
puniihed« 

It may be inquired by fome,; why God 
Jhould fend; a Prophet with a Mefl&gP to fiich 
a wicked idolatrous and diftant City^ fo many 
hundred • Mileg from the Land ofJfrael? But 
'befides the. Regard which he might hdrein have 
had to. the Men oiNinevehy and the Intention 
to ihow, that tho' he had partitular Care of 
jthp ye%vijh Nation, he was not without Care 
ptihe. Gentile World, it might be de%n6dal- 
fo to work a good Efie<3: upon the People of 
the Jews. For if the ISlinevites had rejefted 
the Meflage of Jonab, and incurred the De- 
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ilroffcion he wis copifpiffioi^ to threaten^ the 
Jewt would have. had all i|[it)(lrk)U8 Example 
of the Vengeance of God againft Idoktry and 
Vice, by which to take ;|3i V\^arning; and if 
Xh^Ninevites Ihouid hearken and repent, he 
might defign to upt^aid the Stubbornneis of his 
People, and fhame th^m^ as it were, into Re- 
pentance, by their EyaiQpk ; and the Great- 
nefs of the City, and the Greatnefs of: their 
Wickednefe,! rendered them the more e£ii61ual 
Inflxumehts of that End^ , : 

Some m^y be apt to wonder, that fuch a 
wicked and idolatrous City, both King ^d 
People, {hould fo foon be moved to Repcur 
tance by> Pi:oJ)het who eametp them with a 
Meffage from a God whom they did not wor- 
ihip or acknowledge as theirs. But there is 
•little rooiA for, it, if we coofidef that their 
f]|iftance . vt^s not fo great bujt that the Fatzse 
of the Works of the Gcid of Ifrael muft pro- 
Jbably have rejafibed them ; and that they doiild 
not, fo jfoon, as they were put upon refleding, 
but read the Danger they were in of Puniih- 
ment, . in the Confcioufncfs of Guilt which 
they felt in thcmfelvcs, and the Juftnefs of the 
Threatning that the Prophet brought them : 
tho' they had neither a clear and diftin^t Idea 
of, nor entertained any . Reverence for the 
Deity frcm^ whom it came; And this lets as 
foe how the Difpenfation of God to the Jews 
iv^gs adua^y of Service, as k was no- doubt 
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:?dcfigiib(i to t)c/€vcn to tli6 Gentile Nations 
which were rftuttd- about' thctti ♦. 

;:: Others riiay^ be Airprized that a Prophet 

Wik&.yonah, fo'well acquainted with the Na- 
ttirp of God, and -fo fure of having received 
Ae Meffage from hifii^ (hoilld refofc to carry 
it, and go out-^of'thte Way. But this which 
is thought fo fufficient to have prevented, was 

* the very thing that ckufed it*, ydnah hirnfelf 
informs us of his Reafon or Motive of fo do- 
ing, c. iv. v,2. I pray ibee, Lord^ was not 
tbts my Saying wk^ri 1 was yet in my Country ? 
. therefore I fled before unto ^arfhijhy for 1 knew 
that thou wafl a gracious God and merciful^ 
flow to Anger ^ and of great Kindnefs^ and re- 
pent efl tkeeofthe Evil, therefore now, Lord^ 
take 1 befeecb thie my Life^ for it is better for 
me to. die than to live. He very well knew by 
the Declarations of his Will, and the Conduct 
of his Providence, the Lenity and Mercy of 
his Divine Nature ; and Was afraid left the JV/- 
nevites^ by repenting of their Sins, (hould 
cfcape. their Deftrud:ion ; and fo either God be 
thought to have ferit, or he to have brought 
them a falfe Meflage. 

And perhaps feme Degree of Partiality to 
the Ifraelites entered into the Cafej it dif- 
pleafed this Prophet that the Ninevit^s^ by 
Repentance, fhould efcape, whilft the J^rae- 
litesy by their Impenitency, incurred Punifli- 
ment; for we read, .2 Kings xui: ^, tbat>*in 

• Exodus ix. 1 6. 

this 



l7T\ 

Lord was kindka againji Jf^aef^ wd be dm^ered: 
them into the, Hafui of Ha^^lJCng of Syria^ 
and into the ff and of Benb^nfad/M Sfin of Ha£aet 
all their Days. However it £hould feem as ifj 1*5; 
was more copc^rped fpr Ws,Keputa,tion in hi? 
Office than for the fucccfsfeil Exercife of it; 
and . therefoije he' ran^* contrary Way tig that 
which he w,as.fent atiirft, and.w^s at laft Ho, 
angry with God for fpa.ring them* 

But it is not fo eafy to get out, of the Sight;, 
or out of the Reach of Qod ; for the Lord 
followed him with a great Wind an^ a/iiighty 
Tempeft into the Sea, faved him miraculoufly 
in a Fifli which. he had prepared to fvy^altow 
him up, and, which the Lord fpake to, whea 
ne had been three Days and three Nights ia 
it, to vomit, him: up upon dry Land, Then 
he was a fecond Time ordered by God to go 
to Nineveh J when he entered into the City, and 
cried gnd faid, preaching unto i( the Preaching 
which God bad him, let forty Days and Ni* 
neveh fhall be dejlroyed. It is not iniprobablc, 
iStizX 'Jonah related to them from whom, he 
carpe, the extraordinary Circumftances of 
his firft Miffioa and Refufal, of his fubfe- 
quent Danger and Prefervation, and . the re- 
newed Order he had to coo^e to them with 
this Preaching. For it is immediately faid 
upon his delivering his Meflage, that the People 
of "Nineveh believed God, ver. 5. All which tho* 
^onab wight intend pnly for the Credit of hit 

Preaching, 
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Rfoaching, tfcd tke R*p»tation ^ Kls TerCon, 
^cy cifficd fotbai'jV and impf owe! into a real 
aiid>finc$re lte|%ntance/ and ^f^^ a 

l^dftj upon which jOccafion,thiB Rtngcaufed 
lo'bfc prodaiiiittt «id' publiihecl thra' Nineveh, 
hk -Man and Beaji he covered with Sackcloth 
and ^y mightily wito God, yea let them turn 
every mefrm his ^IWay, and from the Fio-- 
knee that is in their Hands, who can tell, if 
God will turn and repent, and tuni awc^ from 
his fierce Anger thai nve perijh not. 

In difcourfing on thcfe W6rds at tibisTlijjc, 

I (hall do thefe two Things. 

. . ■ . , .-•-■«. ^ 

. . . . . J . . . • 

I. le (hall make fomte ObfemtiOns which 
fccm naturally tb wKt ftona tKcm, and offer 
Aemfelves to our fef ious Confidertitiori. 
*I!f; I mail make the praftical Appficatloh/ 
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T. I (hall make^ fome Obfemtions which 
ftem naturally to atife from the A¥ords I have 
read, and offer' themfclves to our (erious Con- 
^deration. 

i; We may obferve, that God eftimatcs 
and forms his Judgment of States and King- 
doms by quite a different Rule from what 
Men form theirs. That which Icaft of all 
inters into thei? Rule of Judgment chiefly 
conflitutes his, and that is the Righteoufhels 
or Wickednefs that is to be obferved among 
them. Upon this his Obfervation principally 
turnSj from thefe his Efteem or Diflike rifes^ 

• and 
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and by thefe are the Mcafures of his Behaviour 
towards them taken. 

And it is no wonder that what he invariably 
obfcrves in his own, hefhoald principally look 
after in the Conda<ft of Mankind. It is 'no 
wonder, that having framed Our Nature for 
real Happinefs, and made Virtue the only way 
to it, either for Perfons, or Families, or Ci- 
ties, or Kingdoms, which are all fore to run 
to Ruin by Vice, that he fliould be attentive 
to the Confequence, and principally obfervc 
how that Virtue or ViCe, upon which Hap- 
pinefs or Mifery do fo abfolutely depend, arc 
cultivated amongft them. 

Kings and Princes are happy in themfelves, 
and their Charadters great in the Eye of God, 
when their Condud: is governed by Piety and 
Juftice, and Honour and Humanity. AH So- 
cieties and Communities are blefled, when 
they live in the Exercife of Piety, and Ho- 
nefty, and Induftry, and Sobriety, and the 
fweet Enjoyment of Peace, and plenty, and 
Liberty, and Health, which divine Providence 
CQncurs with human PrudenCe to procure Men. 

But the great States and Kingdoms of this 
World do many of them, it is too evident, 
a<5t by other Maxims, and with different 
Views. Kings are ambitious of, and *think 
themfelves great in the jCompafs of Country, 
in the Increafe of Power, in the Immenfity 
of Revenue, and in the Extent of Commerce ; 
no matter by what means ^ tho' it be at the 
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M 



[10] 

Expence of every Virtue, by the Pradice. of 
every thing that is vile and bafe, and by the Sa- 
crifice of Thoufands or Millions of Lives, it is a 
cheap Purchafe, and is thought to add a new 
Luilre to their Crowns. So great and rich 
Cities, pofTeiled of all. the Means of Happi- 
nefs, overlook the Method by which alone 
they can be made fuch, and look upon Splen- 
dor and rviagnificence, Luxury and Voluptu- 
oufnefs, to be the trueft Improvement and 
higheft Enjoyment of human Life ; and after 
thjefe Things do all Ranks and Orders of Men 
one after another, and one by the Influence 
and Example of another, afpire and climb as 
to the higheft Point of human Felicity : while 
neither the great Author nor End of their 
Lives has any Place in their Thoughts* But 
whatever Men think, it is Peace and Plenty," 
it is I fealth and Liberty, with Piety and Vir- 
tue, wh.ich are the genuine Happinefs of all 
Societies and Communities of Men : And the 
true Greatnefs and Glory of Princes coniifls in 
protecting and fpreading thefe Blelllngs among 
Men, inftcad of ruining and taking them a- 
way ; and contrary Courfes, in whatever 
Light Men view them, are but fure Means 
ai^rd Methods of Deftrudlion, which fooner or 
later, and fometimes when they are leafl ex- 
peeled, ferve to bring it down upon theirHeads, 
Tiiis ancient City or Kingdom of Nineveh 
was grown exceeding great ^ thought itfelf ex- 
ceeding happy, tho' it grew in Wickednefs in 

Pro- 



Proportion to its Greatnefs ; and* looked upon 
its Greatnefs as a Ground of its Safety as well 
as Happinefs. It came not into their Hearts 
to think of their great Wickednels, or of any 
Danger they were in from thence. B']t their 
grievous Sins came up before God^ and when 
they thought they were in higheft Happinefs, 
and Safety, and Glory, by their being great, 
their Wickednefs had brought them to the 
very Brink of Deftrudlion. 

2. We may obferve from the Cafe cf thij; 
City oiNinevehy that great Wickednefs and 
DiiTolutenefs of Manners meets wi:h, as it 
merits, the Difpleafure of God, and kindles 
the fierceft Anger in his Breaft. 

So the King of this great City feems, w'th 
Reafon, to ipeak in the Words of- the Text. 
He no fooner heard of the great Anger of God, 
but he knew what muft be the Caufe of it. 
Nor can it be otherwife 3 for Wickednefs js not 
only the Reyerfe of his own Cbndud:, but of all 
hisDefigns and Orders for ours. And how can he 
be other than highly difpleafed, when his wife 
Views are difappointed by their Sin ? It car- 
ries in it the higheft Abufe of his Gif:s, as all 
our Bleflings are, and argues an entire Con- 
tempt of his Favour, and of his Government, 
and even of his Being. And when this is gene- 
ral, opf n, and enormous in greatCities, orSt.ites, 
orKingdomSjhowcan it be feen by an aU-fccing 
God without Indignation*? He fees this Cor- 
ruption of Manners in every Step of its Fro- 

B 2 ' tjrcls, 
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grcfs, from its firft creeping in, to its moft 
confirmed Growth ; and tho' his Angtr does 
not inftantly break forth, yet he fees it not as 
Men do, with Coolnefs or Indifference or 
without Concern. Sooner may the tendereft 
Parent upon Earth fee his own Children abufe 
and infult him, or the beft of Kings, who is 
the Father of his People, fee his Subjeds rife 
up in Rebellion againft him, as in our prefent 
Cafe, with pcrfeft Indifference, than God can 
fee the Kingdoms of the Earth defpife his 
Goodnefs, withdraw from his Government fo 
far as they are able, and fet his Power at De* 
fiance. But what is the overgrown Wicked- 
nefs of great and populous Kingdoms lefs than 
this ? What other than defpifing him when 
he has done for them the befl, and daring him 
to do againfl them the worft he is able ? 
Whatever it is in the Eyes of Men, how does 
it come up before him f How cry for Ven- 
geance and Deftrudtion at his Hands ? Now 
the Word of the Lord came unto Jonah the Son 
of Anitiaiy faying^ Arife^ go to Nineveh that 
great City^ and cry againfi it ^ for their Wick-* 
cdnefs is come up hejore me. 

.3. God, how great foever is his Difpleafure, 
and how fierce foever is 4iis Anger, can never 
want Means of executing it when, and upon 
whomfoever he plenfes. 

There is no City, no Kingdom, how*fecure 
foever in their own Apprehenfibns, and in the 
Apprehenfions of others, can guard againft the 
Dcfigns, and ward off the Blows of divine 

Providence, 
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Providence. He who could follow Jonab 
into the Sea^ with a great JFind and a migbtyi 
Tempejij can as cafily extinguifli a great City, or 
extirpate a Kingdom, and either arm the refiftle& 
Elements for their Ruin, or employ the Wic- 
ked, who are refcrved by him to the Day as 
the Inftruments of his Wrath, when he is re- 
folved to execute it. 

Great Nations pride themfelves in their 
Arms, their Arts, their Riches, their Num- 
bers, their Conquefts, weven their very Vices ; 
but a Nation not remarkable for any of thefe, 
which follows after Righteoufnefs, is greater 
and dearer in the Eye of God, than the vaileft 
Empire which is wicked as it is great j and no 
Kingdom's Greatnefs can fecurc it from De- 
ftruftion, whofe Wickedaefs expofes it to God's 
Diipleafure. 

Was not Nineveh a great City, of three 
Days Journey^ that is 60 Miles ' Compafs, 20 
Miles being in ancient Times a Day's Journey 
in common Computation for a Foot Traveller ? 
Does not God inform this Prophet Jonah^ that 
there were in it above Jixfcore tboufand Perfons 
who could not difcern between their Right- hand 
and their Left ? And do they not feem to 
have been without Apprehenfion or Appear- 
ance of Danger, till Jonah came to them, and 
told them their Deftruftion was but forty Days 
off? And would God have threatned, if he 
did not defign, or was not able to have inflidted 
it ? Many fuch great Cities and Kingdonas have 
fucceffively rifen aiTd fallen in the World one 

after 
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after another, but fcarcely fhall we* find ^ny 
Inftances or Examples of their falling to Ruin, 
till they had firft paved the Way for it them- 
felves by their crying Vices. And whatever have 
been the Inftruments, there has been as vifible 
an Appearance of divine Agency in the Over- 
throw of fuch great wicked Cities and King- 
doms as perhaps in any Part of the Hiftory of 
Mankind. 

4. God often informs a People of their De- 
ferts, and threatens their Deftrudion, to alarm 
and, awaken them out of Security and Sin, 
with a Defign rather of preventing than exe- 
cuting deferved Judgments, and that they may 
rather efcape than fufFer t;hem. 

God's Anger does not come to its Fierce- 
nefs at firft, but he is Jlow to Anger-y and of 
great Mercy and "Jufiice is his ftrange Work^ 
nor has he ofdinarily exercifed it againft great 
Cities or Kingdoms which have fallen by it, 
but as a laft Reforf, and when all the Means 
of Gentlenefs and Patience have* been tried 
before, and have failed of their EfFedt. 

Witnefs the Deftruftion of his own Ciiy, 
the City oi Jerufalem, which Chrift fo afFcfti- 
onately wept over, faying. How often ivoti/d 
I have gathered thee as a Hen gathers her 
Chickens under her Wings^ but ye, would not. 
It had been tried with an unparallelled Tender- 
nefs and Patience by Almighty God,' but* .at 
length it fuffered to the Extremity of what could 
be inflidted by Men, in its filial Overthrow. 

With 
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With this View God fent his Prophet to the 
City of Nineveh^ and for their daring Vices 
threatned them with Deftrudion. The Preach- 
ing which he was fent with, feems to have 
run in an abfolute Strain, without exprefsly 
putting the Decilion of their Fate upon their 
Repentance or Impenitence, as appears from 
the Uncertainty which the King of Nineveh 
exprefles in my Text. Who can tell if God 
will turn and repent ^ and turn away from his 
fierce Anger that we perijh not. And this ap- 
pears alfo from the Anger which Jonah ex- 
prefles at their being fpared, which tho' he 
might have fallen into confiflently with his 
having fufpedted only, could, not have taken 
Place, if their Deliverance, upon Repentance, 
had been exprefsly promifed in the Meflfage- he 
delivered tq them. Yet fuch a Condition was 
undoubtedly undcrftood, tho' not expreflfcd, 
as appears by the Event, and by Jo?ialfs Man- 
ner of chiding God ; Was not this my Saying 
when I was yet in my Country ? for I knew that 
thou art a gracious God and merciful^ andjlow 
to Anger y and of great Kindnefs^ end repent eft 
thee (?/ the Evil, q. d, Tho' 1 told not them, 
nor thou me that, if the Ninevites repented 
at thy Threatning, thou wouldeft not execute 
it, yet I knew it as well as if thou hadft laid it 
in fo many Words, fo merciful is thy Nature, 
and fo compaffionate ever has been thy Con- 
diidl in fuch Cafes. 

5. When God threatens great Kingdoms for 
their great Wickednefs with grievous Deilrirc- 

tion, 
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tion, their Repentance is the only Condition 
upon which the Execution of his Threatnings 
is fiifpended. 

Wickednefs and Sin is always Caufe, juft 
Caufe of bitter Repentance and Reformation, 
but does not always obtain its lifFedt. If there 
is any Thing dreadful in Deftruction and Ruin, 
threatned by the Mouth, and infli<3:ed by the 
Hand of Ahnighty God, how (hould we fly 
from that which is the dire and fure Caufe of 
it ? That Wickednefs without Repentance 
ever certainly is. But when the Pittance be- 
tween this Caufe and that Effed is confidera- 
bly great, that Connexion is over- looked, and 
carelefly put out of Sight ; and becaufe Men's 
Perdition does not tread upon the Heels of 
their Wickednefs and Vice, they will not think 
that it will, or perhaps are fo vain as to think 
that it never will follow at all. Awful Me- 
naces therefore, and near Views of the De- 
ftrudlion due to Wickednefs and Vice, are wife 
and neceflary Inftruments of Government, fure 
Didlates of Tendcrnefs and Mercy, whatever 
Severity goes along with the Sound, and the 
moft awakening and efFedual Motives of Re- 
pentance. They are as fuch often employed 
1^ God. They were fo in the Cafe of the 
City of hifneveB. And when thefe fail, it is 
an Indication that the Cafe is defperate and 
paft Cure, and there remains nothing for the 
merciful Governor of the World, after having 
in vain threatned, but to pour out his Ven- 
^ geance. 

6. As 
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6. As it is Wiclcednefs that pives the Way 
to Dcftrudion,. provokes God's Anger, and 
prompts him to threaten it, the Repentance 
that delivers from the Deftrudtion threatned, 
can be no other than fuch as delivers from the 
Love, the Choice, the Practice of that Wic- 
kednefs which is the Caufe of it. 

For if Wickednefs be the real Caufe of God's 
Anger, to remove the latter we mufl: remove 
the former. This is a Leflbn of Nature's 
Teaching, and we find that the King and the 
Nobles oi Nineveh had learn'd it in that School ; 
for this you fee is what they propofe in the 
Text, a^the only Means to be imagined of any 
Efficacy in their Cafe. Let them turn every 
me from his evil Way^ and from the Violence 
that is in their Hands ^ who can tell ij God will 
turn and repent ? Sackcloth might be ufed by 
them as authorifed by Cuftom. Sorrow was 
what Nature could fcai'ce fail of infpiring in 
fuch a calamitous" Cafe. And crying mightily 
to that God who they conceived able to in- 
flidt the Deftruftion he had threatned, and they 
feared, could not wifely or fafely have been 
omitted. But this, the forfaking of their Wic- 
kednefs, and reforming from their Vices, the 
very Ninevites faw to be the principal Ingre- 
dient, abfolutely neceflary, and without which 
all the reft would be of no Avail. . And God 
can as eafily fee and know when Repentance 
is or is not of this genuine ^Kind, as require 
that it ftiould be fo. He tacitly required Re- 
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petttance of the . Ninevites in forty Days, by 
his ' refpiting . their RUin for that Space of 
Time. He knew very well what Repentance 
he required^ and whether it was complied 
'^rith by thena or not.. They could not impofe 
on him. He was not like the Idols which 
had Eyes and faw not. Aftd If it had been 
negledled, he could as eafily, and would as cer- 
tainly have brought their" peftrudtion down 
upon them, as, feeing they obeyed him, he 
waved and kept it. off, or as he did inflidt it a 
few Generations after, when their wicked 
JPofterity revived their Vices without imitating 
their Repentance. 

IL I come now to make the praftical iait- 
able Application : i . When we confidcr the 
.Cafe of. the City of Nineveh, and the Condu(3: 
of God to it, what muft we think can be the 
Jiidgnient of a Holy, a Wife, an Ali-feeing 
tixod concerning this Country of our own ? 
Loth I am to load with Acculations this 
cur native Land, and would to God, there 
was Room rather foir a Panegyricjc in its Praife. 
But this is what we are all convinced we can 
only wifh. For furely; there is, if ever there 
was Caufe, in any Country, or in any Cafe, 
for Rivers of Tears to run down our Eyes^ if 
the having without valuing, and tbeprofefling 
without pradicing the precious Goipel of Jc- 
'f^is Chrift be fuch. 

God has fhed upon this Land every Bleffing 
of Nature and -of Providence and of Grace. 

It 
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It has long been a Land of great Peace and 
Plenty, and of fweet Light and Liberty, the 
inoft valuable Bleflings of human Life. And 
all thefe we have enjoyed in a Degree ia 
which fca'rce any Nation around us has en- 
joyed any one of them. And what can we 
think muft a Holy, a Wife, and All- feeing 
God think of a People, which with fuch Ad^ 
, vantages fqr Virtue, has fo abounded witl^ 
Vice, as we can fcarce find any^ Thing ia 
Hiftory to parallel ? ^ 

Idlenefs and Intemperance, Luxury and 
Voluptuoufnefs, and indeed all- Vice, are the 
bafe Ufes which we have made of our Blef- 
fings, and our Light and Knowledge of fuch 
an amiable Nature, and eminent Degree, has 
in many Cafes but ferved to aggravate and in- 
creafe our Giiilt in finning againft it. For the 
Gofpel, the moft valuable, tho' leaft valued 
of them all, is not only openly blafphemed 
by great and growing Numbers of vicious In. 
fidels, but thpfe who even profefs it, feem to 
treat it as if they thought* it vvas what thoi^ 
Infidels fay of it. *. 

2. What do we not deferve ? What may 
we not fear ? To what a Fiercenefs might not 
the Anger of God bui"n, when this our Wic^ 
kednefs cometb up before bim^ if God was rot 
as flow to it as we are forw4rd to provoke him 
to it? 

How juffly might he punifli us with the 
Lofs of what we, inftead of being thankful for 
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h'ls giving us, or careful to improve, have bccn> 
as it were, daring him to take away from 
us ? And who can conceive of a greater De- 
gree of Folly than voluntarily to forego, or of 
a greater Degree of Guilt than wickedly to for- 
feit fuch invaluable and defervedly dear Blef- 
fings, which divine Providence has fo largely 
beftowed on us, fo long continued to us, and 
fo ofcen remarkably undertaken the Defence 
of, when they were brought into Danger, and 
beyond all other Defence but his own. 

3. How eafy is it for God to infliftonus 
our juft Deferts, and after having given us all 
that is dear and defireable in this World, bring 
on us all that is truly dreadful for our bafe In- 
gratitude, and bold Contempt, and vile Abufc 
and Mifimprovement of the former- 

His Power is as little to be difputed as our 
Defert. Nineveh, that has been thought to be 
the greateft City of the greateft Kingdom then 
fubiifting in the World, was no longer fecure 
when God threatned it, nor thought itfelf 
fafe till he fhould turn and repent, and turn 
amoay the Fiercenefs of his Anger from it. And 
it is not the Greatnefs of our City, the Number 
of our People, the* Force of our Arms, nor 
that Circle of Safety, as we have been apt to 
imagine it, with which we are furrounded, 
can enfure us from Deftruftion, if, as we have 
Reafon to ^fear, our Sins (hould be at their 
Height, and the Meafure of them be full, 
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and God in his fierce Ang6r, for' whidh there 
is fuch Caufe, fliould determine toinflidit.' 

4. How awfully are we not only threatned 
with this our Ruin, but fhewn the Means of 
it, which are held up in our View, in our no 
diftant View. And Means they are of De- 
ftrudjon, than which nothing more terrible 
can be threatned or inflidled in this . prefent 
V^orld. 

The Plague, the Peftilence, Famine, or 
the Sword, kill only the Body ; but our Ene- 
mies are fuch as are not content only to kindle 
Fires for our Bodies, but arp forging Fetters 
and Chains for our Minds, and laying the moll: 
dangerous Snares for our Confciences, where- 
by, tho* they cannot kill, they may bring 
our Souls into dreadful Condemnation. 

Perjured Traitors to their King and Coun- 
try, are ftudying to make us fuch to God and 
our Confciences -, are endeavouring to introduce 
a double Impofture, the Pretender as the 
Temporal, and the Pope as the Spiritual Head 
of .thefe Kingdoms, by divine Right ; the one 
of which demands from us the Surrender of 
our Laws, and the other of our Bibles, with 
which, tho* they are dearer to us than our 
Lives, they are each of them at moft deadly 
Enmity.. And the miferable Lot of this our dear 
Country, were thefe Monfters to be its Mailers, 
would be to exchange the Gofpel, which is in* 
finitely the beft, for Popery, which, if it be 
any, jsthe worft of all Religions 5 and our c- 
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Til ConflihitloD, which is, I think, the befl for 
us, if not the beft in the World, for arbitrary 
Power, which is the worft of Governments. 
Thcfc are the Rods which are held over our 
Backs J thefe are the Scourges which are in the 
Hand of God ; thefe the Wicked whom he has 
often referved for the Day, as the Inftruments 
of his. Wrath. And if the Degree of his 
Wrath be proportioned to the dire Nature of 
thefe Inftruments of inflifting it, we can think 
no other than that it is Wrath to the uttermoft. 
And who can fay we have not deferved it? 
Who that conliders not only the Numbers by 
wiiich the Gofpel is rejedled in this Land 
{which furely we may be allowed to reckon a 
Part of the Guilt of it) but the lukewarm 
Temper with which it is treated by fuch'as pro- 
fels it, can forbe^ trembling left God fhould 
refiife to take our Part, who have fo often 
and fo heinoufly refufed to take his ? and re- 
fblve to take the fweet Light of his Word a- 
way from us, which, thb' it be of infinite 
Value, we have ufed with infinite Contenopt, 
and treated as a Matter rather of abfolute In- 
difierence, than of the utmoft Importance. 
There does not feem to have been any other 
Appearance of Danger to Nineveh y but what 
arofe from the divine Difpleafure and from the 
divine Threatning. Security of Mi»d is no 
Argument of the Safety of our State. % They 
were Eating and Drinking, Marrying and 
giving in Marriage, when the Flood came, 
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and fo will they be at the End of the World,. 
And it is but a few Months ago that he would 
have been treated as no other than a Madman, 
who fhould have ventured to aflert that wc 
might be in the State we are actually in at this 
Time. 

5* How clearly are we fhown our Duty, 
and how loudly ai'e we called to pra<5tife it, as 
the wifeH: Courfe we can take for our Safety, 
by the Cafe and Circumftance of the City of 
Nineveb^ by the Words of their King con- 
tained in the Text, and by the Efficacy and 
Succefs it. had in their Cafe ; and that is Re- • 
pentance : turning every one of us jrom our 
evil tVay^ and from the Violence that is in our 
Blinds ? 

There are, it is true, other Means befide 
this to be ufed, human Art and human Force, 
which we have as little reafon to think God * 
will fave us without, as that they can fave us 
without him. And God be thanked, we are 
not deftitute and unprovided, or carelefs and 
thoughtlefs about the Ufe of them. I wifh 
we were all of us as careful about this, which, 
without ail doubt, is of equal Neceffity. ' Foi; 
have we not given God Caufe of Anger ? 
Does it not look as if he really was fo, and 
feem to threaten us? How can we turn a- 
way our ' Deftrudion from us, without his 
turning away his Anger from him ? And how 
is he fo likely to turn and repent^ and turn a- 
ivdy his Anger ^ thai la-e perifh noty as by our 
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turning ivery one from our finful Ways^ and 
frtim 'the Wickednejs^ that is in our Hands ? 
. Nineveh was as cafy and fecure as we, till 
they received this Alarm ; but you fee what an 
Alteration it univerfally wrought in them, 
when they viewed their Deftrudtion but as 
fdrty Days off; and' God only knows what 
in- forty Days may be decided upon this City, 
if not upon this Land : for it is as eafy with 
God to deftroy as to fave by a few. 
• Let us not content ourfelves with exercifing 
a Vague and indeterminate Sorrow for the Sins 
•of other Perfons, or the Sins of the Nation, 
but every one of us fearch and look into our 
Cwn Hearts and Lives, for the Share we have 
had in it,, and do away every one our own 
Part: For National Guilt is no other than the 
Sum of perfonal ; it is what every Perfon has 
contributed to, and what every one muft con- 
cur to the putting away ; and National Virtue 
and Reformation is that of particular Peribns 
confidered together in one View. Any other 
Senfe of National Repentance, or National 
Religion, that derogates from this, inftcad of 
being our Remedy, is Part of our Difeafe, of 
difficult Cure and moft dreadful Confequence.. 
And let us not imagine we can truly re- 
pent, with a Saving.or Referve of any fingle 
Luft 5 this, inftead of allaying, will but in- 
flame the x^nger of God more againfl us. 

• 
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Neither let us be fo vain as to expedl Salvation 
and Deliverance from God, by a Repentance 
and abftaining from Sin for a Time only, and 
fo long only as till the Terror and Danger we . 
are in be over-paft. This would be neither 
afting fincercly with God, nor wifely for our- 
felves. For whatever we may expefl: from fuch 
coUufive Kind of Dealing with God, we arc 
much more likely to enfure and aggravate and 
haften, than avert our Ruin by fuch Means. 

. 6. How ought we to cry migbtUy to God^ 
and fecond the fincere Refolutions of Repen- 
tance in our own Breads, with ardent Suppli- 
cations at the Throne of Grace, when not only 
our Liberties and Properties and Lives^ but our 
very Souls are in Danger ! 

For who knows how fuch a Change of the 
State of Religion as we are threatned with in 
this Land, might entangle his Confcience or 
hazard his Salvation ? And nothing, methinks, 
can move Men who are not influenced by fuch 
a View of Things. Let us therefore add to a 
fincere Repentance the moft fervent Prayer to 
Almighty God, to fave and deliver us out of 
this our Danger. Prayers of this Kind come 
juftly in here, as in their proper Place, after, 
rather than before Repentance, but have no 
Place without it ; when they attend or follow 
it, they may help to give it Succefs, but not 
when they fuperfede it, and are put in its 
Place. For to do this is juft as if the Prodigal 
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Son in the Parable, had, inilead of returning 
to hi& Father's Houfe, fent carncft Supplica- 
tions for his Father to fupport him in his wild 
Extravagance and Pifbb^ence. 

But as our Caie is like his, too ferious to bo 
trifled with, and wherein no Time is to be 
loft, let us alfo adl like him, repent and return 
to God whom we have foriaken, confe^ our 
Sins, and humble our Souls in Sorrow before 
him, and cry mightily to him that he may turn 
from his Anger and we may not perijh. Onr 
Sins have brought us to the Crifis of our Fate*. 
The abfolute Decifioa of it is in the Hand of 
God. The Arbiter of our Fate is infinij:ely> 
difpleaied with us. He has ample Caufe from 
the Greatnefs of our Crimes. He pronounces 
in his Providence his Threatnings againf): us^ 
and we have nothing to chufe but to be re-^ 
formed or ruined. If we will not reform wei 
muft be ruined, if we will not be ruined we^ 
muft reform. 

4 

And who can be unmoved, who can be un-» 
refolved, who can be unaftive under this Con-, 
fideration, that, as by breaking off his Sins he 
may help to fave his^^ Country ^ well as- him^ 
fclffrom Ruifl, fo by obftinately continuing ia- 
them, he may help to bring it upon both ? 

And O that the People of this once happy 
Land might fhow to themfelves, and to the 
World, by their Example, what Reforma- 
tion can do with God, and what God will do 
2 for 



for a truly penitent and reformed Naticm 1 O 
that we might every one take a deliberate and 
firm Refolution, that if God ihall preferve to 
us the Light of the Go^el, our civil Conftl- 
tution, and the Froteflant SuccefHon, and fuf- 
fer us, as hitherto, to lead a peaceable and 
quiet Ufey under our only rightfiil and lavi^ful 
Sovereign bie Nfcjefty KingGwr^, we will 
alio lead it -in all Godltnefs and Hsnejly ! 

Thus fliaH we reap Benefit fi-om our E- 
aemios, tiira to pur Advantage wh&t was 
meant to our Hurt, and improve what was 
auned and . defigned for our Deftmftion, into 
Means both of our temporal and eternal Sal- 
vation. 
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